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The mission of the University of California, 

Davis’ Quality, Safety, and Comparative 

Effectiveness Research Training in Primary 

Care (QSCERT-PC) program is to prepare the 

next generation of leaders in primary care 

research. This multi-disciplinary collaborative 

training program fosters career development 

of clinicians trained in family medicine, 

internal medicine, pediatrics, nursing, 

nutrition, obstetrics/gynecology, and/or 

psychiatry. We also welcome PhD-prepared 

social and quantitative scientists interested in 

addressing research questions related to 

HRSA clinical priorities, including health care 

quality, safety and value, telehealth, mental 

health access, the opioid epidemic, maternal 

health, and workforce transformation.  

                                                                             
By offering rigorous training in a vibrant 
environment that values diversity, QSCERT-
PC trainees acquire experience needed to 
make important contributions to primary 
care research and population health. 
Graduates of this program acquire skills in 
clinical, statistical, and social sciences to        
improve care for underserved populations, 
focusing on clinical, as well as system-level 
interventions to strengthen primary care. 
                                                                         

                                                                             

The Quality, Safety, and Comparative 

Effectiveness Research Training in Primary 

Care (QSCERT-PC) Program is a postdoctoral 

training program for promising researchers 

who have completed a doctoral-level degree 

but are not yet ready for faculty appointment. 
Scholars participate in a two-year course that 

provides advanced practical training in grant-

writing, project management, critical 

assessment, human subjects policies, and 

faculty development. 

In addition to the core curriculum and career 

development components, scholars receive 

research mentorship and training in one of 

four different tracks. These tracks include 

research in comparative effectiveness, 

quality and safety, women’s health, and 

health economics. Each track has its own  

 

requirements and is tailored to the scholar’s 

prior experience, training (i.e. M.D. vs. Ph.D.), 

and individual learning needs. Scholars are 

also encouraged to obtain a Master of Public 

Health, Master of Health Informatics, or a 

Master of Advanced Study in Clinical 

Research degree. 
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Perform impactful research that improves 

primary care services nationwide 

Preparing exceptional researchers  

The QSCERT-PC program trains scholars to 

become researchers who focus on quality and 

safety in primary care, and on the 

comparative effectiveness of primary care 

and system-level interventions. Eligible 

scholars include family physicians, general 

internists, pediatricians, psychiatrists, 

obstetricians, gynecologists and Ph.D. 

prepared nurses. Ph.D. prepared social and 

quantitative scientists and other clinicians 

interested in primary care are also welcomed 

to the program.    

QSCERT-PC trainees acquire the skills and 

experience they need to make important 

contributions to primary care research, 

addressing issues of quality, cost, and 

population health. Clinical, statistical, and 

social sciences training in a vibrant 

interprofessional, environment prepares 

trainees to serve as role models and 

advocates in improving care for culturally 

diverse, underserved populations. Program 

graduates are leaders in academic medicine 

and public health. 

The UC Davis advantage 

  

By choosing a fellowship at UC Davis, scholars 

gain access to all the academic resources of a 

top-20 public university, including programs 

in food and nutrition, economic policy, 

biostatistics, telehealth, and biotechnology.  

They also have the incredible opportunity to 

join a collaborative multidisciplinary 

environment while being mentored by 

renowned UC Davis faculty. Program mentors 

include experienced investigators, educators, 

clinicians and journal editors. 

Lastly, the UC Davis connection will 

strengthen the scholar’s CV for academic 

positions at top-tier institutions and make 

them eligible for loan repayment programs 

(https://www.lrp.nih.gov/). 

The advantage of proximity  

The Sacramento location of UC Davis Health 

and the Center for Healthcare Policy and 

Research allows for collaborations with state 

agencies, opportunities to interact with policy 

makers, and access to public health 

organizations.  

 

Program eligibility 

By the time of program entry, eligible 

applicants should have completed: 

▪ An accredited residency program in 

family medicine, internal medicine, 

pediatrics, psychology, or 

obstetrics/gynecology 

▪ A Ph.D. or similar doctoral degree in 

nursing, public health, health services, 

or other relevant social or qualitative 

science 

Scholars will be selected based on a 

competitive application process in which 

academic qualifications, career goals, and the 

quality of the training environment will be 

important considerations for funding. 

 

The program is limited each year to a few 

select applicants. Trainees can start at any 

time of year, mutually approved by the Fellow 

and the Program Co-Directors.  

Individualized Education Opportunities 

Quality, safety, & comparative effectiveness 

research in primary care focuses on guiding 

fellows in understanding, applying and 

critiquing the tools of health economic 

analysis. This includes analyzing costs and 

outcomes, cost-effectiveness modeling, and 

net benefit regression to compare the 

effectiveness of interventions in primary care, 

including patient education and activation 

interventions.  

Telehealth research in primary care 

concentrates on technology-enabled care 

coordination involving preventive health, 

mental health, primary care, and social 

services. Also looking at the role of advanced 

practice nurses and home care nurses in 

improving primary care services for 

vulnerable elders.  

Mental Health Access training investigates 

mental health programs related to early 

psychosis and crisis intervention and focuses 

on fellows interested in the intersections 

between primary care and mental health. 

This includes the identification and treatment 

of challenges of impulsivity, inattention, and 

problems with cognitive and emotional 

regulation in children and adults. 

Addressing the Opioid epidemic explores 

research to mitigate the opioid epidemic and 

analyzing prescription drug monitoring 

program data to develop risk prediction 

models for opioid overdose and additional 

expertise related to tapering long-term 

opioid therapy. 

Maternal Health centers on research to 

prevent and reduce maternal mortality and 

health disparities. Also focusing on 

biobehavioral, epidemiological, clinical and 

community-based interventions to better 

understand and ultimately intervene in 

prenatal and early life factors that affect later 

life health, specifically factors that 

disproportionately impact disadvantaged 

communities.  

Workforce transformation aims to develop 

innovative pipeline programs and curriculum 

for interprofessional audiences targeting 

knowledge and skills development in primary 

care approaches to developmental, 

behavioral, and social-emotional health. 

 

Remote Learning With Our QSCERT-PC 

Fellows 2020-2021. 


